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GLOBAL DESIGN FORUM PROGRAMME
ANNOUNCED INCLUDING KEYNOTES BY
KENGO KUMA AND YVES BEHAR
London, UK - - London Design Festival today announces an inspiring talks and workshops programme
for Global Design Forum, taking place at the V&A from 14-22 September 2019, supported by Headline
Partner OPPO.
Over 50 speakers from all corners of the global design community will share new perspectives on designing for a
changing future. Highlights include keynote sessions with renowned global architect, Kengo Kuma, discussing his career
and journey to date; Yves Behar speaking about his experience of how democratising design can help empower
communities; and Deborah Riley, Production Designer and Art Director, Game of Thrones, on creating the sets for one of
the world’s most watched shows.
Additional speakers include Laurent Simon, Executive Creative Director, BBC Creative on the Pain and Gain of Creative
Collaboration; a session chaired by Alexandra Deschamp-Sonsino, Author, Smarter Homes in conversation with Ross
Atkin, Designer, and Suhair Khan, UK Project Lead, Google Arts & Culture; and Ben Parker, Made Thought, with Carole
Collet, Director of Sustainable Innovation at LVMH, on Sustainability, Design and Brands.
Global Design Forum is the Festival’s curated thought leadership programme, celebrating design and the minds shaping
its future. Tapping into the Festival’s unrivalled network of industry-leading designers and experts, the Forum features a
unique mix of talks, debates, tours and workshops that together reflect the most innovative thinking in the world of
design today. The 2019 programme will explore the issues affecting the design industry itself but more importantly, how
design can pave the way for workable solutions to some of the modern world’s most pressing challenges.
The Forum is themed per day with the following revealed:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Saturday 14 September:
Sunday 15 September:
Monday 16 September:
Tuesday 17 September:
Wednesday 18 September:
Thursday 19 September:
Friday 20 September:

The Future Of Production
Graphic Design
Biodesign: Engineering a Future
Design for Change
Digital Futures
Sustainability: Revolution and Solution
The Theatre of Experience

London Design Festival Director, Ben Evans CBE says, “Global Design Forum is a core part of the Festival. Every year it
brings together some of the world’s greatest design minds to examine the innovative thinking and experimentation that is
shaping our industry and the world around us. Themed per day, this year will place special emphasis on the
environment, sustainability, new material solutions and the future of production.”
The Festival is delighted to welcome OPPO - a leading global smart device brand - as Headline Partner to Global Design
Forum. SAP are supporting the Sustainability: Revolution and Solution programme on Thursday 19 September; Sony
Design are programme partners to The Theatre of Experience on Friday 20 September; with Falmouth University and
Moleskine both supporting workshops.
All talks and workshops are ticketed and tickets are available to book here.
o
o
o
o

Individual Talks:
Keynote Talks:
Workshops:
Daily Pass:

£10
£15
£15
Visitors can attend all talks in one day for a special offer of £30

To see the full programme, please visit globaldesignforum.com
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ABOUT LONDON DESIGN FESTIVAL
Established in 2003 by Sir John Sorrell CBE and Ben Evans CBE, London Design Festival celebrates and promotes London
as the design capital of the world.
London Design Festival has since earned the reputation as a key calendar moment of London’s autumn creative season,
alongside London Fashion Week, Frieze Art Fair and the London Film Festival, attracting the greatest thinkers,
practitioners, retailers and educators to the capital, in a citywide celebration.
#LDF19
www.londondesignfestival.com
Instagram: L_D_F_official
Twitter: L_D_F
Facebook: LondonDesignFestival
ABOUT THE V&A
The V&A is the world’s leading museum of art, design and performance with collections unrivalled in their scope and
diversity. It was established to make works of art available to all and to inspire British designers and manufacturers.

Today, the V&A’s collections, which span over 5000 years of human creativity in virtually every medium and from many
parts of the world, continue to intrigue, inspire and inform. www.vam.ac.uk
ABOUT OPPO
OPPO launched the first mobile phone, the Smile Phone, in 2008, which marks the beginning of a journey to explore and
pioneer extraordinary technology. Today, OPPO brings the aesthetics of technology to global consumers through smart
devices, ColorOS, and Internet services like OPPO Cloud and OPPO+. OPPO has a presence in over 40 countries and
regions, and have set up 6 research institutes and 4 R&D centers, including a global design center in London.
Together, over 40,000 OPPO employees join their efforts to create beautiful life for people. www.oppo.com/uk/
ABOUT SAP
As the cloud company powered by SAP HANA®, SAP is the market leader in enterprise application software, helping
companies of all sizes and in all industries run at their best: 77% of the world’s transaction revenue touches an SAP® system.
Our machine learning, Internet of Things (IoT), and advanced analytics technologies help turn customers’ businesses into
intelligent enterprises. SAP helps give people and organizations deep business insight and fosters collaboration that helps
them stay ahead of their competition. We simplify technology for companies so they can consume our software the way they
want – without disruption. Our end-to-end suite of applications and services enables more than 425,000 business and public
customers to operate profitably, adapt continuously, and make a difference. With a global network of customers, partners,
employees, and thought leaders, SAP helps the world run better and improve people’s lives. www.sap.com.

